
                                       PERSONAL TESTIMONY

   In the summer of 1970 I was a young soldier in the United States Air Force 
headed to serve in a combat support group in Thailand. While I was home on a 
30 day leave I was doing what many young GI's like to do, try to have lots of fun 
and party hearty. In the middle of this time I ended up at my aunt's house in 
Canoga Park needing a place to stay. She invited me to what she called an 
Action Meeting. I remember asking her how long it would take. She said it would 
probably get over by 10:00 pm. I went and enjoyed the evening and spent alot of 
time checking out the girls. I was single and that is what most 20year old single 
guys do. 

   What started out as a very ordinary evening changed dramatically as I started 
to leave. Dave Malkin who was leading the Action Meeting, happened to know 
my Father and Mother and said hello to me and then asked me a few questions 
that ended up changing my life. After a little bit of small talk he asked me, "Rod 
are you a Christian?" I replied "Dave I have tried to be but I found it was too 
hard." Dave then shared some powerful information. He said, 'Have you ever 
thought of asking Jesus into your life and living his life inside of you?" That totally 
stunned me because nobody had ever communicated that thought to me or 
asked me that question. I then responded by telling him, "Yeah but I'm too bad. 
Jesus would not want me." 

   My thinking was that since I had gone into the Air Force at 17 and had lived a 
very promiscuous life, that I was beyond forgiveness. He then shared Heb 10:17 
with me that says when a person turns to Christ their sins and iniquities will he 
remember no more." I then asked what I thought at the time was another 
profound question, "How do I know Jesus will be in Thailand where I am headed 
in 2 weeks?" He again took me to the scriptures where the Lord said in, Heb 
13:5, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." Dave then asked another powerful 
question, 'Is there any reason why you can't pray right now and receive Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior?" I couldn't think of any reason why not to and so I said "no 
I can't!" So Dave said let's go back in the house and pray. So we went back in 
the house and Dave led me in a short prayer to receive Jesus as my Lord and 
Savior. To my surprise and shock Jesus came right into my life on May 24, 1970!

   When I prayed the prayer, a peace came inside of me that I had never 
experienced. I remember that night when I went back to my Aunt's house it 
seemed like I slept between the bed and the ceiling. I called my Dad and Mom 
and told them I had met Jesus. They rejoiced with me and thanked God for what 
He had done for me.



   In reflecting back on that evening, since that time, many things have taken 
place. Basically, because Dave took time to engage a young 20 year old man in 
a conversation and ask some powerful questions. Not only did he ask me specific 
questions he gave me solid biblical answers that would later provide a good 
foundation for sharing my own faith.
 
  As a follow up to all that took place, previous to this I had been so unfulfilled. On 
the surface I had it made. I was a 20 years old a sergeant that I lived off-base, 
across the street from the Gulf of Mexico in Gulfport, Mississippi. I had traveled 
all over that area playing baseball for Keesler Air Force Base. I was engaged to 
an attractive young local girl, but I was so empty and miserable. I didn't realize 
until later that the reason I was so frustrated and empty was because my Father 
and Mother were fasting and praying for me and the Holy Spirit was drawing me 
to Christ. 

   I had been in Mississippi almost 3 years at this time and had tried everything to 
fill the emptiness, but had been unsuccessful and frustrated. We were only about 
75 miles from New Orleans and so we would often head there for weekends to 
look for fun. Also the drinking age in Louisiana was 18 whereas in Mississippi it 
was 21 and so all of those things and all of the freedom I had in the military still 
did not satisfy my spiritual hunger.
 
  After receiving Jesus as my Lord and Savior I spent my first year as a believer 
in the middle of a war in a Combat Support group in Thailand. The Lord kept his 
hand on me and I met some mature Christians who helped disciple me, taught 
me how to pray, share my faith, and to build Christian disciplines into my life. 
When my tour of duty was over I came back to the United States and was 
discharged from the military. Upon my discharge I enrolled at Cal Poly State 
University in San Luis Obispo California. After nearly 4 years I completed my BA 
and stepped into the ministry in the Pismo Beach area where I had helped my 
Father with his church. 

   A few years later my wife and I (I got married during my Sophmore year at Cal 
Poly who also went to Cal Poly and received her MA) got involved with a large 
group of Thai students who were at Cal Poly working on their Master's degrees. 
We ended up visiting in Thailand with some of them when they finished their 
schooling. After a few more years in the Central Coast Area and the birth of our 
first son, we sensed the Lord calling to go to Thailand in 1978 to plant a chuch in 
Bangkok. While we were in for a major challenge in learning a tonal language in 
a country where 96% of the people were Buddhist, God was faithful in spite of us 
and the church was co-planted with a Thai national leader. Today the church and 
13 other churches are still active throughout Thailand. We came back to the 
United States in 1982 and became Senior Pastors of a church in 1986 in Simi 
Valley, California.
 



  Today the church, New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, is doing well right in 
the center of Simi Valley. We have a good congregation with a great outreach 
ministry to over 37 separate ministries. We have found out that by taking time to 
engage people with the Gospel it still changes lives!


